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“...s0 that they might be seeking God, if only
they would definitely feel their way to Him and o4
find Him (although definitely, He isn’t far from

anyone of us); ...

Paul, on Mars Hill - Acts 17:27
Christian Bible translation

Wow! Great truths continue to pour out of Paul's
address to the worshipers assembled; not only for
them, but for our understanding too, for he was
teaching timeless truths. Many there were realiz-
ing for the first time in their lives that they simply
had the wrong Gods; impersonal Gods that could do nothing for them. Many chose to turn to the one
true God; changing their thoughts and their feelings (repented) that very day, responding to Paul’s re-
spectful speech.

= 1Regina has recently had a similar Mars Hill experience, i.e. helping
someone realize the nearness of God. Let me explain. | haven’'t men-
tioned Regina much lately, so let me first catch you up to date. Her
B group has moved across town to a new location. For those of you who
don’t know, her job is about helping alcoholics in trouble with daily situa-
tions. Most of those she helps know that she is a believer, but she does-
n't go preaching to them. Many appreciate her kind attention to them,
‘ﬁ—‘ and their problems. She has a way with them that | would surely lack.
& Her people recognize that they are important to her, and sometimes ex-
press their appreciation verbally to her.

That was the case just recently. She visited a lady who already has a
professional caretaker; one arranged by Regina. But Regina still visits,
and helps her with some things that the caretaker doesn’t have time or
experience for. Before they left her apartment for an appointment, the
lady expressed her appreciation of Regina’s continued personal interest.
And she also said that she knows Regina believes in God, but that she
couldn’t believe in Him herself. That she mentioned this was surprising to
Regina. They then headed out the door.

The lady was just about to shut the door behind her, when she realized at the last second that her
keys were on the inside, stuck in the lock. If the door had been shut, it would have been an expensive
and time consuming repair. The lady was very relieved to have realized her mistake in time!

Regina seized the moment and said “Frau —, it is in situations exactly like this that | find | have
someone to thank. The feelings you have are really feelings of thanksgiving; being thankful that worse
did not happen. God likes to hear our thanks, as He is close to us, and cares for us personally”. The
lady than agreed with joy that maybe she should thank Him too! Her inner self was feeling that need,
and Regina simply helped her to recognize that!

Do you see what seeds were planted there? This lady has never realized that throughout her whole
life; that God has been close to her, and reaching down to her, just hoping that she might reach out a
little bit at any time and feel for Him! She had never recognized the hand of God stirring her life, just
like billions on the planet today. This is what Paul was trying to get across to the Mars Hill gathering.
Once one hears God’'s Good News, the response then becomes a matter of our choices.



Doesn't that little event add volumes to the meaning and relativity to the verse above? Do you
remember the Bible story of the ten whom Jesus healed? Only one came back and thanked
him. Think on why such a passage might have its place in the Word.

When you see this as “witness”, a style clearly seen in Jesus, you can easily imagine that your
day can be quite FULL of this too; working in your garden and being awestruck and thankful
with everything happening there, every meeting on the street, every encounter with family or
brethren (consider that they, too, might be bone-dry spiritually), and every time 2 or more of
you get together; this is our simple daily service to the loving Father whom we all have
(Rom.12:1-2). It is as simple as a cup of water (Mark 9:41).

Many of you already realize this, and are such witnesses. But many might doubt such daily
“good deeds” and wonder if they are “doing enough for God”. Let me reassure you. One way
to see them is as mustard seed-sized things that can move mountains in another sufferer’s
life. We are all called to be missionaries in Matthew 28:18ff. Helping others move their
thoughts toward God is not insignificant. Helping cause change in someone’s mindset is doing

e msaeess the missionary thing! That God loves every person the same,
¥ just as a perfect father would do, is a timeless Truth that can be
only encouragement to the strong and the weary alike.

— = In fact, it is ALL simple stuffl No one needs any kind of higher

== education to introduce God to people in this way. As you go
= along, you, yourself, will discover a more meaningful, less lop-
| sided, connection to the whole of the Creation.

Please don't think that teaching and doctrine is not important to
me. Understanding cause and effect is essential to help de-
velop matters of change and choice. Doctrine warns us of potholes along the road. But fact is,
avoiding potholes don’'t make a relationship. | see this so often; lots of people might tell you
that they stick with the Bible, but you see that their lives are flat. Life is not in the Bible; life is
in the One the Bible is telling us about. The cure is this: desiring and seeking simple, honest,
loving and respectful relationships with this loving Father, and with ALL his beloved on this
planet. What will be missing in honoring God when we desire to live going this direction? This
is the bi-directional Agape of God!

Sadly, many followers of Christ fear the changes of thoughts and feelings necessary to go this
way. They prefer to live with cold, performance-based relationships; “you do what | want, or
think how 1 think, | can then accept you”. Have you experienced

these? | have; both ways. They lead to the grave. b

& It is a time of transition for the body here. We have
been really blessed by the years of personal relation-
# ship with Clint and April, and their little daughter, g
“ Heidi. Now they have returned stateside. Our loss is
- clearly someone else's gain. Although sad, we are
¥ . encouraged by that thought. New arrivals, Roy and
X = Tiffany, are already a joy to know!

In July, we had an interesting seminar taught by Oklahoma Chris- F&&
tian professor Chip Cooi. It involved history of reform movements in SESEEEEEECEEESas
Europe. One part was trying to resolve the well known tension point “works and/or faith”; a
deep point of conflict for many past reformers, and even today. | know that works can be done
with no love, no repentance or even no faith. But in a relational-based life, simple faith and
simple works just merge together as One. | am quite content to let others continue the age-old
works vs. faith argument!



In August, Regina’s family shared a great cultural event together;
the beginning of first grade for Regina’s nephew’s daughter,
Schulanfang (school beginning). We went to their small town and
joined lots of others in the school auditorium for a program. The
picture shows me with the Zuckertlte, a
multi-sided large cone-shaped thing full
with all kinds of goodies, stuffed ani-
mals and school supplies. Each child
gets one of these. Since | did not ex-

perience an event like this as a student, | was honored to hold Kira

Linette’s to show the folks stateside what it is all about! (The thing

weighed, | would guess, about 10 Ibs!)

In a previous report, | mentioned a local preacher’'s marriage that was

cancelled due to some wording in a new law (which they were marry-

ing under) that some brethren found objectionable. Their arguments

involved interpretations and correctness over words, or so they

thought. It was exactly what Paul warned Timothy about in 1Tim. 6:4.

For me and Regina, some things far more important than the question causing the conflict were
the condition of hearts which were revealed through the ensuing weeks. Many dark feelings,
and the intolerance of his, or other’s, considerations, were shot his way. Guest “preaching re-
strictions” were so quickly spoken of by some. And all in the name of “protecting the flock” and
“defending the Faith”.

His wife, new on the road to realizing God’s love for her, was astounded by the responses. Nei-
ther from family nor neighbors had she ever been treated so. | wonder if anyone else felt shame
about their treatment of her. Ok, | won't get started again on that!

Anyway, they are now married! A physical split then, naturally, occurred in their congregation,

as the spiritual one had already occurred. We are very happy for the newly weds!

A huge joy of late August was a visit from the Wiles’ family. They are part of my home congre-

gation. Further back, however, go our family relationships. They spent 38 days in Europe travel-
lu; .. A== ing, including visiting their former exchange student and

PYRGMID[ her family in France, family members in southern Ger-
——_ - many, points of interest in Italy and the Alps, and then vis-
iting us at the end for a long weekend. Every second was,
literally, a blessing to us. Sunday ended their visit here by
[Tl assembling with the Chemnitz congregation, and all shar-
‘v ing lunch there together at noon, before they left for their
BN, flight out on Monday. However, our feeling of loss is sec-

Ui ondary even to us by the thought of the great joy of their

= F families seeing each other again as they arrive home! We
— WIS know those feelings too; the joys of “getting home”!!

We hope that the photos and text, and the imagery we have tried to paint, help stretch your
imagination and vision into what, and Who, we are about here. We welcome a visit from you
anytime. And we appreciate your continued prayers and support.

Robert and Regina  robertlewis@web.de 011 49 371 2802980

“Isn‘t it odd that the most compelling argument in our day to know God is the horror of not
doing so?” Wayne Jacobsen “He Loves Me!” p.72

What an “eye-opener” observation!!! | don't use the fear argument to reach and challenge people.
No one needs a drop of Repentance or Love to “obey God” out of fear. You might argue that it is
- the “beginning of wisdom” or that we are commanded to fear God. You are right, it is a
= beginning. But it can never mature you. You can never know God as He is if you live
:I:I: your life in fear of “Abba, Father”. His love casts fear out!



